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1% „akarence to the murder of Babu Sures Chandra Sarkar by three 

5 in oe. * ay gs ey soldiers at Barrackpore, the Som Husse 
he Barrackpore murder. f the And May expresses profound xegret, and 
remarks that the general feeling of insecurity of life produced in the minds of 
the people should be at once removed by the infliction of a proper punishment 
2 32 to the murder of Babu Sures Chandra Sarkar by three 
i 17 English soldiers at Harrackpore, the Samuy of the 
The Barrackpore murder. th May remarks that these soldiers, who so long 
used to kill only ignorant villagers, have now begun to kill educated gentlemen, 
and requests the new Lieutenant-Governor, in view of the wid es prend agita: 
tion which is likely to be raised over this case, to see that the offenders 
ive a condign punism ent. i f % „ td 
3 The Head of the 6th May writes that Babu Sures Chandra Sarkar, 
wiles a : Illate Chairman of the South Barrackpore Munici- 
The Barrackpore murder. pality, has been cruelly murdered by three 
European soldiers belonging to the Barrackpore Cantonment. Last Saturda 
night these three soldiers, having failed to get a backney carriage, ordered 
Sures Babu's se to make his master’s carriage ready fer them. The syce 
refused: to do so, and was mercilessly beaten: Upon this, Sures Babu came out 
and remonstrated with the soldiers. This so much enraged them that they 
began to mercilessly thrash him. The Babu was so severely beaten that he 
became senseless and was carried to the hospital, where he died the, next 
morning. The soldiers took to their heels, leaving the Babu senseless on the 
round; but one of them was soon arrested, and another left his hat behind. 
The police is investigating the case, and Mr. Allen, the able Magistrate of the 
21. Parganas district, went to Barrackpore to personally make an investigation. 
If, the ruffians escape after committing such oppression in a populous. town like 
Barrackpore, and so near Calcutta, who will say that the life of a black man 
ee any value? How mournful is this violent death of a man of Sures 
Babu’s position and respectability, is better felt than describe. 


‘ * 


* 


(- worbing of the Courts. 


4. The Tripura Hitaishi for April reports a quarrel between: the First 
Subordinate Judge of Tippera, Be bu Matilal Haldar, 


Quarrels between Judges and 


leaders. 
h 3 During the examination of a witness, the pleader 
asked the Subordinate Judge to take down a certain question, in the belief that 
it had not been taken down. * Upon this the latter lost his temper, and told the 
pleader that he was interrupting the court. This led to a quarrel: Such 
F from the dignity of the courts and often lead to miscarriage of 
justice. I . cad % % ado} 
5. A correspondent be Hitavadi of the 6th May writes that there 
50 eg nee being no rule as to the payment to the decree- 
juagenriebione? “Posted oy older, within a fixed time, of deposita —9 by 
. |) Judgment-debtors in court, people are often put to 
great inconvenience. It generally happens that such deposits remain unpaid 
two or three years. ‘the correspond: nt, for instance, had suit No. 2666 of 
1897 in the Second Munsif’s Court, Habiganj Sylhet, decreed in his favonr. 
lobosit mas made in Agrahayan (October-November) last, but he has not 
yet got a cheque for the amount, although he made repeated applications 
for the same. People have received cheques for money dep e later, but 
a cheque for money deposited so long 


4 
’ 


the correspondent has not yet received 
ago. ö N | | | cA 1 ; f 
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- According to the Basumaté ot the 5th May the rule allowing prisoners 


Fish diet in the Alipore Jail, in the Alipore Jail mea or fish twicelg week, has 
6 been abolished, and this will be, injurious to many 
Prisoners who, belong to the more respectable classes. Meat may 


and a local: pleader, Babu Kailas Chandra Datta. 
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May 4th, 1998. 
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well be excluded from the list of jail-diet, but not fish, which is a necessity. with 


many. i eet ete) | 
Aether point to which the writer refers is the supply of a blanket to every 
prisoner, to serve a8 a covering both in summer and winter. Now a blanket 
would be exceedingly comfortable at all times in cold England, but it must be 
very uncomfortable in the summer iu this country. Prisoners in this country 
should be supplied with chadar in the hot season. Niang en dat Aae 


: 


(d)—Education. Ae GED Bi 
7. In conneetion with the subject of moral education in schools, the 
; Tripura Hitaisht for April reports the following: 
The students of the Victoria School in Tippera: 
have an association for the improvement of morals: 
which meets every Sunday afternoon in the aer bn 
premises. At the meetings of this association essays on moral subjects are read 
and debates are carried on. On one occasion, one Babu Rajaninath Nandi, B. L., 
was addressing the association, when a student began to laugh and make a dis- 
turbance. He got a reprimand from the speaker, which, instead of chastening 
him, led him to retaliate by uniting with some students of the Government 
school and setting up a rival association. They were allowed to meet in the hall: 
of the local Theosophical Society; and what is more strange, certain teachers. 
of the Government school have joined them. We ask if these teachers have 
not by this conduct acted in opposition to the earnest desire of the Govern 
ment to foster the moral education of students. (i | of e 
8. The Sansodhini of the 4th May says: ‘ e ee 
The Sanjivant is hotly discussing the question 
3 zen personal ill: whether Palasir Yuddaa deserves to be a text-book, 
Vatan Fark. The Hitaradi is determined to have Chandra 
nus Babu’s Nutan Path and Dina Babu's Bangadeser 
Bibaran discarded. We do not know if the Sumivani and the Hit adi have 
ever had occasion to visit a-pathsala, but we have studied the character and 
habits of school and pathsala boys for a large number of years, Our 25 years 
experience tells us that the revised editions of Palasir Yuddha and Nutan Path 
may well be adopted as text-books.. We are free to admit that Pandit Vidya- 
sagar was a godlike man, but we are not, therefore, prepared to go so far as 
to say that his Bodhodaya should remain a text-book for all time, without 
break or intermission, or that it is not possible to find a better book than 
Bodhodaya. Charupath has no equal. Why, then, is it not read in our schools? 
The Hitavadi does not once ask itself this question, but is only attacking 
Chandra Babu’s Nutan Path. We are convinced that there would have been 
no agitation in the columns of the Hitavadi against Nujan Path if Chandra Babu 
had not been its author. “nr 


As Bodhodaya and Nutan J'ai are not books of the same nature, the want 
of one will not be removed by the other. But then Vufan Path is the exponent 
of modern ideas and deals with modern civilisation, and it is therefore of more 
practical use at present than Bodhodaya. The subjects dealt with in Bodhodaya 
are now known to everybody, but the subject matter of Nutan Path requires 
extensive cireulation. We do not, therefore; think that the Text-book Com- 
mittee has done wrong by approving of the latter as a text-book, == = 

Palasir Yuddha is an invaluable thing in the domain of Bengali literatufe. 
True, it contains passages which are not fit to be read by educated men, much 
less by boys. ‘But if these passages be struck out, it will not be too much to 
that there will scarcely be found another work in Bengali so full of poetry à 
Palasir Yuddha. If the object of studying poems be to ae ee, into 
young minds, that object is sure to be gained by reading Palasir Fuddha 

hen the author has issued a revised edition, cutting out the objectionable 
passages, it is certain that a. disapproval of his book will only mean the 
incompetency of the Text-bock Committee to do its work. = | 

The errors pointed out by the Sanjtvant in Palasir Yuddha are real errors, 
and we do not, like the Hitavadi, wish to defend: them by useless criticism. 

But a true poet gives the world his thoughts and emotions, which are dirée 


Improper eonduct of some of 
the teachers of a Government 
school in Tippena. 
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%) 


git nd has no. time; to, pey much, attention. to, tha language 
. uch be writes, Michael M. S. Detta’s, weitings are fall of mistakes, and 
yet they are read in the ‘Praining Sohpo" . ** 

"We should. be extremely. glad to, see 


fosling and serving tbeir mother country. nen ee 
— . is pers — and correct, 250 fl. contents are all useful. Th 


is, therefore, only giving proofs of its ill-feeling against a particular person by : 


adversely criticising thia bock. We request both the Hitaradi and the Sanjivant 


to divest themselves of this. ill-feeling. 233 
9. The Hindu Ranjika of the 4th May says: — 


f 
he * 


the British Government, there is not one who is not in receipt of a. high 


. 1 ot Ue e ay, 
than he. Indeed, a pandit can hardly earn, after 30 days’ toil, what a police . 


constable earns every month. Whatever his qualifications may be, whatever 

interest he may take in the improvement of his school, a pandit's fortune is 
always bounded by the prospect of a pay of from Rs. 15 to 20 a month. To earn 
more is impossible for him. This.indifference to the claims and gircumstances 
of pandits is due to the contempt which the educational authorities feel for 
Bengali scholarship. It is thought that Bengali being the mother-tongue of 
the people, which they learn from their infancy, there is no necessity of enter- 
taining the services of highly-paid pandits to teach them this language. 80 
long as this prejudice remains rooted in the official mind, there is no hope for. 
pandits. e result of this apathy and indifference on the part of the 
authorities is that Bengali is not taught propery in the schools, and the. 
pandits who teach that language are losing heart. They have to work harder 
than teachers of English, and if they are not properly paid, they cannot be 

expected to feel any real regard for the service in which they are engaged. 
The small salaries of the pandits lead to other evil results. Students seem to 
think that those who receive a pay of only Rs. 15 to 20 a month do not deserve 


much respect at their bands, so that even when the pandits do their best to 


teach them, they treat him. with contempt. Now that pandits are being 
appainied. in every. school, the Director of Public Instruction should do some- 
g to raise their emoluments and their status, 5 rh ae 5 81 
10. A correspondent writes to the Som Prakash of the 9th May: 
ö In your issue of the 26th November 1894 you 
Nites Fm. Senet praised Wutan Path, and expressed satisfaction at 
: wi wh its selection as the reader for the Lower Primary 
Scholarship Examination. The. Hitarad did the same thing, as the following 
from its issue of the 16th November 1894 shows:— 3 : 3 


We are glad to see Babu Chunder Nath Bose's Nutan Path appointed as 
the text-book in Bengali for the Lower Primary Examination. We published 
a review of this book some time ago, and though we have nothing to add to 
what we then said in regard to its merits, we should sav that the book has 
received further polish and finish in its new edition, What we wish to urge 
most emphatically in thia connection is that we do not approve of any author's 
exclusive. monopoly of Government patronage. We are very glad that our 
high-minded Director of Public Instruction, who is a good judge of merit, has 


contemporaries freed from party: ;, 
Rutan Pall is an excellent books Hts 
e Hilanadi 


a seen or caudal : No one is more unfortunate than the pandit. 
oe a In this Province of Bengal, amol the gervants ok 


Hruby Ranma, 
May 4th, 1898, 


Som PRAK ASN, 
May 9th, 1898. 


appointed this beautiful book of Babu Chunder Nath as a text-book, and that 


he is resolved. to destroy the m ” o Be n 
page 980, paragraph 12 d onopoly sy * (Weekly Report ie 1894, 
But sinee Chunder Babu id 1 8 . 
editor of the Hitaadi, Rate tL. — in the defamation case the 


A ing in it writings con 
of Nutan Path, as the following from n of Weg 20th A ril — shows: We 
e, under what magic influence the Director of Public Instruotion is still 

tating to relieve the boys of the painful necessity of reading Nutan 


Path.” 


(¢)—Local Seif: Government and Municipal Administration... 
11. The Tripura Hitaishi for April reports severe water-scarcity near 
Wetter. gearritg in, Tippora. . Lakhsam in Tippera, and asks the District: Board 


do have tanks dug iu the localitꝛx. 


Tamuna Hrraisnt, 
April 1898. 


CnakU Mmm, 
May 2nd, 1898. 
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3" The Maru Mihir’ of the 2nd May invites! the’ attenti 
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be lost in cleansing the water. pi pes with as little inconvenie 
13. The same paper has the following: i Pica qin torads - 
The question of water-scarcity. rly can console: himself for the: prevailin 
water-scarcity, and many would, indeed, 


1 


* 


on of the 


„ e eee e eee in the Hiteren water or the town, ind üg 
tha j as the health of the town depends on a pure wWwater-supply, | 


no time ‘should 
es to the’ people 


* 
— 


* 


speedy death. But that is not to be. How many are the vill 


from an acute scarcity of water, who shed tears in this season every. year at 
the thought of their own ‘tiserablé’ lot, thé indifference of the zamindarg to 
their sufferings and the hardheartedness of the District Board! There cannot 
be men more unfortunate than those who; with water only ten ‘cubits under. 
neath their feet, have to raise piteous wails for lil. 
_, The, old tanks in the villages are filling up. Bat in their place no new 
tanks ate being excavated... The efürthquake destroyed many tanks and 
reservoirs. Thus everywhere there is now a cry for water. Bathing’ ig 
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difficult when the wäter for drinking Has to be procured from long distances 


and with great trouble. The water-scarcity is so severe that it bannôt be 
removed by what little the District Boards are doing to allay it. ‘These ‘Boards 
do not spend as much for. water as they do for roads. The figure “ Rs. 5,000”: 
in the budget will avail nothing to relieve the thirst of the people. Rich men 
no longer show a disposition to earn'a name for piety by excavating tanks. 
The zamindars who pay the road cess and the public works cess think thit 
they have no further responsibility in the matter. The Boards, again, cannot 
determine what to do, whether to excavate’ tanks or to sink wells. Years thus 
pass away before the preliminaries are settled. The question of water-scarcity 
is not a new one in Bengal. But say how many are the tanks that have been 


up to this time excavated by the District Boards? 


BuRDWAN SANJIVANI, 
May 8rd, 1898. 


JYOTI, 
May 5th, 1898. 


Tripora Hrval ent, 
April 1898, 


No one deemed it degrading or impolitic to accept donations and subserip- 
tions from foreign countries in aid of the famineé-stricken. In view of ‘the 
water-scarcity that Bengal is suffeting from, where then is the harm in inviting 
those countries, whose springs of charity have not: yet dried up, to aid us in this 
master? Sannyasis.and swamyees who travel in foreign lands may help us in 
this work, which is by no means inferior to, or less important than, explaining 
the tenets of the Hindu teligion. But if it is considered derogatory to accept 
pecuniary help from others, let the. Government fyeely accommodate the Boards 
with loans. In fact, this all-pervading water-scarcity will not be removed 
unless money is spent with a lavish hand. To do so little after so much 
discussion does not really look well. Want of pure water is a prolific source 
of cholera and other epidemics. Bengal will become a desert if this severe 
want is not soon removes. Hod niet lo or 
The zamindars whose interests ure closely bound up with those of their 
ratyats should prepare themselves to maintain tanks according to the area and 
population of their zamindaria. The Government is indeed paying little heed 
to the contents of the Argyle Desputch ; but that is no reason wl y the zamindars 
should be equally indifferent to the wants and claims of their tenantis. 
| 14. Speaking of water-scarcity.in:the Burdwan district, the. Burdwan 
fee we Sanjivané of the 3rd May rewmarks that people 
5 re on the subject of should not al ways be looking to Government to 
n ee it remove it. What is really wanted of the Govern- 
ment is (1) that it should; encourage people with titles and ‘honours to have 
tanks dug at their own expense; (2) that it should grant loans, without interest 
or at a low rate of interest, to people who want them for this purpose. 
185. In consideration of à possible outbreak of the plague in C ittagong; 
bande ‘te bude town, the Jyoti of the 5th May calls on the Munzeipcl 


17 


i ae Commissioners of the town to set about improving 
its sanitation, which is at present very defective, | 


— (.q)— Ratloays and Communications, including Canals an Irrigation. 


100. The Tyipura Hitaishi for April complains that the Laksham railway 


. ion in Tippera, station iu Tippera, where trains stop for two or 
A — 5 tation iu Tippera, s stop for tu 
n a te. hours, stands among desolate fields, has 2° 
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waiting-rooms for passengers, and is without good arrangements for the supply 
: inki ngers. a 
* 1 3 the following on the subject of extortion and 
i bribery in railway and steamer stations :— 
Bribery among Rig servants is a daily 
curre d mes the form of extortion when there is a press of passen- 
— at por et — Opportunities for such extortion are enjoyed most by 
those who book luggage. On one occasion & friend of ours, intending to start 
by the Chittagong mail, wanted the booking-clerk at Nealdah to have his 
luggage booked. The clerk demanded something from him, and said if he was 
not paid he would make an over-charge. The train was about to start, and our 


Bribery among railway servants. 


friend had to pay something before he could get the luggage ticket. On 


r occasion, another friend of ours, while getting his luggage booked at 
the Howssh station, was told by the booking-clerk that he would be charged 
Rs. 2 for his luggage if he paid him a bribe; otherwise Rs, 4. Our friend took 
the latter alternative. 

Such practice causes particular inconvenience and worry to merchants who 
have to transport goods by rail. The authorities are requested to put it down. 

18. Santosh Kumar De of 8-3 Madan Chatterji’s Lane, writes in the 

7 l Hitavadi of the 6th May that he was a passenger 

ning eee. by the up train No.5 on the 30th April last. 

When the train reached the Bally station, he asked the pani pandé twice to give 

him water to drink, whereupon the p2ni pandé abused him. The matter was 


reported to the station master, who assured the complainant that the man 
would be fined by him. 


Another correspondent of the same paper complains that passengers by the 
local train between Gafargaon and Mymensingh on the Dacca-Mymensingh 
Railway have to suffer great inconvenience owing to insufficient accommodation 
in the train for passengers. Passengers have often to travel in dirty goods 
waggons. | 


(h)— General, 


19. The Charu Mihir of the 2nd May questions the necessity and useful- 


ness of segregation, examination and _ isolation, 
8 efficacious plague when the Health Officer himself is not sure of their 
ae efficacy, and when there is still a doubt in the 
public mind as to the contagious character of the plague. The intense anxiety 
which the authorities are showing in the matter is only increasing the fear of 
the people, and too much fear may bring about the disease if it did not other- 
wise appear. It would have been a different thing altogether if the stringent 
regulations in force in Bombay had succeeded in stamping out the plague. 


Sir Alexander Mackenzie, in his speech in Bankipore, approved of home segre- 


gation, and if the authorities choose to adopt his views in this connection, the 


panic that has seized upon the peuple will pass away and mortality wil) fall. 
20. The Som Prakash of the 2nd May 3 in ee with the 


8 pla in Calcutta, that the panic is d 

* plague in Calcutta, tha panic is due not so 
rn Me cs a of the 
_ plague regulations being introduced. The report 
has already gone abroad that European soldiers are to be employed in the 
house-to-house insvection. Calcutta has alread 


portion of its inhabitants. The Gov y been emptied of a goodly 


°° ) d . 
8 The houses and 33 NN 


bel. lague - stricken le should not 
be recklessly burnt, but should only be disintected. Respettable natives 
2 Municipal Commissioners should be employed in the house-to-house inspec- 


21. The Burdwan Sanivoni of the 3rd May has the 


“Sir John . Lieutenant-Governor:— 
g. | 
; Woodburn are everyday eliciting the heartfelt 
read of the people. In his address po the bud —1 debate in the 
gislative Council, he expressed himself in these words:“ If I have one 
remark to make about them (the criticisms of the non-official body), it would be 
to say that I regret the absence from them of any suggestions of greater 


following on the 


The politeness and condescension of Sir John 
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CHARU Miki, 
May 2nd, 1898. 


SoM PRaKAsH, 
May 2nd, 1898. 


BURDWAN SANJIVA 
May 8rd, 1598. 
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SaNSODHINI, 
May 4th, 1898. 


BasvUMATI, 
May 5th, 1898. 


BaSUMATI, 


Samay, 
May 6th, 1898, 
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; 
mies „„ 
3 „ 1 
economy in the administration of the provinoe. The. projects for the 
diture 01 money which are placed before the en . non-official belie, 
and by officials are co „but the difficulty] is to dee from them 
those projects which are of the most pressing urgency and those to which wo 
are limited by the conditions of finance. And I shall reasonably hope that 
next year we may receive from the non-official members of chis 293 1 those 
suggestions a8 to greater economy which we may hope to receive from them. 
That is a direction in which criticism is of the very greatest value, because it 
is a form of criticism which J can safely say from my experience with the 
Government of India is extremely rare.” 
It will be remembered that this is the first occasion on which the non- 
official members of the Council have been consulted on the question of the 
curtailment of expenditure. Again, when the last meeting of the Council 
broke up, he told the members that if any of them wanted to confer with him 
on any subject, he would welcome them to do so after Council. It is trusted 
that Sir John Woodburn will be a popular Lieutenant-Governor, 


22. Speaking of a Plague Conference at Chittagong, the Sansbdhini of 
the 4th May suggests that compulsory segregation 
Plague Conference in Ohitte- ghould not be resorted to in respect of houses in 
* 3 which there is sufficient space for home segregation, 
but a notice should be issued requiring people to erect rooms for segregation 
purposes after consultation with doctors. The people will readily incur the 
expenditure. Everyone is shocked at the idea of wives separated from 
husbands or mothers from sons. There is quite a panic in the town. Chitta- 
gong is so sparsely populated and the houses are so commodious that no 
separate arrangements need be made for the segregation or isolation of house- 
holders. Hospitals will be necessary only for strangers. 5 


23. With reference to the appointment of Babu Manmatha Nath Ghosh 

5 i as Assistant Secretary to the Chief Commissioner 

Analkkant Secretary to the Am Of Assam, the Hasumati of the 5th May praises 
5 Mr. Cotton for his uniform kindness and generosit 
| to those entrusted to his care, and says that thoug 

the Public ‘Service Commission recommended the appointment of a native as 

Assistant Secretary, and though this proposal met with the approval of the 
Secretary of State, nothing has been till now done to give effect to it. | 


24. The same paper has the following :-— oe 

1 We learn on reliable authority that the Bengal 
oc. Government has issued a circular for the curtail- 
ment of expenditurein both the Judicial and Execu- 

tive Departments of the Administration, This may be welcome news; but we 
are much concerned to learn it, lest many poor persons should be thrown out of 
employment. Whenever there is a talk of reduction or retrenchment, it is the 
menial and ministerial staff that come under the shears, though the abolition of 
one fat berth may effect a large saving. Among the departments which have 
been served with the circular in question, we do not find the name of the Public 
Works Department, although it is the department which spends more lavishly 
than any other. Most of the highly-paid European Engineers pass their time 
in comparative ease and inaction, while the overseers and other native subor- 
dinates have to wear themselves out with ceaseless toil. We believe much 


saving might be effected if some of the European officers were replaced by 


natives on smaller salaries, We have every confidence in the justice and 
impartiality of Sir John Woodburn, and we hope his Government will bestow 
some thought on this aspect of the question. In the Opium and Customs 
Departments there are many Eurasian employés on very respectable salaries 
who, too, might receive the attention of Government. 


25. The Samay of.the 6th May thus describes the origin of the extra- 


3 | | 5 e panic in Calcutta :— | 
Zn While Pr essor Haffkine was delaying his 
ye report on the serum which was sent to him from 
Calcutta for examination, those in Calcutta who got fever accompanied with 
glandular swellings were hurried to the Isolation Hospital and their families 
segregated ; the houses, including the beds and furniture of such of them as 
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died, were burnt, wat the’ strictest orders were issued to have the dustees in 


f spicious cases occurred kept neat and clean. All this time 
rane ‘hept resolutely. silent as to whether the plague was really conte 
or not.’ A representative of the Bombay Gazette having interviewed the Pro- 
fossor and asked bim for the result of his examination, was told that it could 
not be communicated, to any one but the Goverument and the Health Officer. 
The very next day, however, it was announced in the Bombay Gazette. that the 
Professor’s examination had clearl established that the e had really 
appeared in Calcutta. Dr. Weir, the Health Officer of Bombay, supported the 
statement in a public speech ; and the Calcutta authorities, on being inter. 
pellated, replied that they w going to announce it at the next meeting of 
the Legislative Council. So people thought that theplague was really come, 
that the Government were not only going to declare it, but also to enforce 
the terrible plague regulations as in Bombay; and that they had kept silent 
only to avoid creating an alarm. A panic at once spread like wildfire, and 
wicked people aggravated it with misrepresentations. The wildest rumours 
began to spread : children were being torn from their mothers, and wives from 
their husbands ; plague patients were being poisoned by doctors under the 
instructions of Government ; the police were committing unnamed horrors, and 
so forth, and they all found ready credence. : x 

26. The Aitavadi of the 6th May has the following: ) 

| Have the authorities tried to ascertain why 
Cause of the plague scare in there prevailed so much panic in Calcutta during 
nnn le | the last few days? The panic has abated a little, 
but Has not wholly subsided. The Lieutenant-Governor’s assurances have, it 


| is true, somewhat allayed the public excitement, but few have yet been able 


to take courage and feel perfectly at ease. The rush outward has abated, but 
eople are still running away. The chorus of joy which was raised on 
r before last is no longer heard. It was but a momentary expression 
of an exuberance of delight following close upon panic. But the panic is not 
over. People are still flying and will go on flying. Many have not yet 
regained their equanimity. It is a regret that people cannot perfectly rely on 
the assurances of the Government. Let the Lieutenant-Governor clearly 

explain a few things to the public and thereby lay their anxiety at rest. | 
In the first place, the Lieutenant-Governor was informed that the exodus 


from Calcutta was due to a fear of the quarantine. This is not true. The 


people are flying away neither out of a fear of the plague nor out of a fear of 
quarantine. It is the fear of the plague regulations, the fear, that is, that their 
women will be dishonoured, that made them run away ina hurry. The Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, however, assured the panic-stricken multitude that their women 
would not be ill-treated and their religious customs would not be interfered with. 
This assurance threw the people into an ecstacy of joy and made them raise a 
chorus of praise in the name of the Lieutenant-Governor. The Lieutenant- 
Governor has further assured the public that the police will have nothing to do 
with plague inspection. But even this assurance has not wholly dispelled the 
anxiety in the “wee mind. The Lieutenant-Governor’s assurances have, no 
doubt, inspired the people with courage, but we are not sure whether this cour 
will stand them in good stead when they will have to come intocontact with the 
officers of the Government. It is laid down in the law that even a Europe 
soldier who murders a native shall be sentenced to death. But what was done 
in the O'Hara case? For various reasons the people cannot rely upon Govern- 
ment's assurances. They may have confidence in the Government, but they 
have no confidence in the Government officers, Let the Lieutenant-Governor, 
therefore, issue a notification to the effect that a Government officer gi ilty of 
oppressing or ill-treating the people will be condignly punished. A es: ha 
soldier was the other day heard saying :—‘‘ We shall 142 plenty of fun and 


plenty of money.“ Let the Lieutenant-Governor proclaim that he will take 
2 ow a see herd no fun is made by soldiers at the on of ladies, and 
for bribery are in a | ic wi 
i y my way offered. Without this, panic will not 
Inspection and isolation are another cause for panic. Few have garden 
houses or houses with large compounds. There shoals be a elear explanation 
of what is meant by ‘a better class” of people. People say that a better 


|! 


HITAvaDI, 
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ENITAVADYI, 
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5 5 oe we 
class” of people mean rich people and not middle-class people. in the : ordina;; 
acce Kae of the term. The Lieutenant-Governor ought to 3 
public by removing from the public mind all doubt and anxiety on this score. 
Inoculation is another cause of fear. The Lieutenant-Governor has clear] 
assured the public that no one will be forcibly inoculated, but those who will 
get themselves inoculated will not be removed to the segregation camp even if 
a plague case appear in their house, This assurance, however, has been misinter: 
preted by the public, and many feel inclined to think that those who will not 
get themselves inoculated will be isolated or et EP To tell the trath; 
the public are very much afraid of inoculation. The inoculation scare has 
assumed a serious aspect, and the Lieutenant-Governor should allay public 
feeling on this score. If the Lieutenant-Governor and all the official members 
of his Council get themselves inoculated, that will go a long way towards 
drawing the public mind in favour of inoculation. In short, let every means 
be tried to induce the people to get themselves inoculated, but let not inoculation 
be forced upon them. ee 
Wild rumours are afloat, and it will be impossible for the Government to 
secure public sympathy if some official, authorised by the Government, 
does not explain the whole thing clearly to the public and contradict the foolish 
rumours, One will tire of counting the rumours. One is to the effect that 
eople attacked with plague are being 8 to death, so that they may not 
ive long and spread the contagion. The Government should take steps to 
assure the public how baseless this rumour is. We say all these things simply 
because we think that we ought to bring everything to the notice of the 
Government, and should not act like those cowards who have made it a point 


to support the Government through thick and thin. Those cowards do not 


represent any section of the public, and the Government should think twice 


before accepting what they ay: There are people, again, who hesitate to 
represent the views of the public to the Government lest Europeans take them 
for superstitious folk. They advise people not to run away in fear, while they 
themselves have been the first to fly from the city, showing that they have no 
confidence in the Government., The common people are leaving the town 
because they have no faith in the assurances of the Government. Why have those, 
who profess to have confidence in the Government and are advising the public _ 
not to distrust Government officials, taken to their heels? Let not the Govern- 
ment attach the least value to what these sycophants say. . 
To tell the truth, we are stricken with fear and filled with anxiety and 
do not know what to do. We humbly pray the Government to inspire us with 
courage, remove our suspicion, settle our doubts. Fortunately enough, we have 
got a ruler like Sir John Woodburn and a sympathetic Health Officer like 
Dr. Cook. It will be our fault, and our fault alone, if we fail to represent our 
ievances to the authorities, and therefore suffer inconvenience and trouble. 
t our views be correctly represented to the Government, and we shall have to 


fear nothing. 


27. The same paper has also the following on the same subject :— 

Last week the plague scare was at its height, 
and the public excitement continued unabated till 
| Saturday, when the Lieutenant-Governor's speech 
re-assured the public. There were many circumstances to create this alarm and 


The plague panic and the exodus 
from Calcutta. | 


excitement. All people suspected to be attacked with plague were removed to the 
isolation hospital, the effects of persons supposed to have died from plague were 
burnt in the public streets, portions of buildings were destroyed on the ground 
that they obstructed light and ventilation. The people saw all this, and were 
thrown into fear. They could not believe that the Bombay methods would not be 
adopted in Calcutta. Wild rumours were, at this juncture, set afloat, which 
only added fuel to the fire. One of these rumours was to the effect that 
quarantine would be proclaimed as soon as plague was declared in Calcutta, 
and that no one would be permitted to leave the town without undergoing a 
medical examination and suffering detention for several days, According to 
another rumour, house-to-house visitation and inspection were to be resorted to 
in Calcutta as in Bombay. A third rumour readily swallowed by the ignorant 
multitude was to the effect that the people removed to the isolation hospital were 
being poisoned to death so that they might be prevented from spreading the 
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arms of its mother, the sister will be dn 


ladies to the Iower cla 
were seen i the town in hundr om Thursda 
there was a rape ap ti f 

were painted om every face, anc 

for the villages, forsaking, their propery and 

the people, male and female, fled from the 

by railiand boat and steamer and on foot. 

appeared in public, did nut hesitate to 

conveyances. 

and other conveyances 


mally high fares, and not a few 0 
We saw old women almost feeling ay. to the stat bit 
aun. We witnessed the sad spectacle of a lady carrying a newly-born child, 
in her arms. Women, in an ad vanced stage of pre nancy, were seen toiling 
through the public streets. Old and young, male and female, able-bodied and 
the disabled—all, all fled from the town. OE LOGE LIE AGENT TOM 

We shall never forget the heartrending spectacles which we witnessed 
on this occasion. Inhuman atrocities were committed upon the people at 
railway stations, in steamers and on public roads. It is impossible: to 
faithfully describe what took place on Friday and Saturday. The spectacle 
presented on these twe days can be seen but not described, The Bengali 
vocabulary fails to furnish words which will faithfully depict the spectacle 
which was witnessed. Oppression was committed upon railway and steamer 
passengers almost everywhere.. There was a tremendous rush towards railway 
and steamer stations, and the police were entrusted with the maintenance of 
order. The police, however, and the railway employés cruelly and mercilessly 
ill-treated the passengers. If these ruffians had gota drop of human blood 


— 


in their veins, they would nut have ill; treated the helpless passengers in the way 


they did. The police-constables and the railway gate-keepers freely used 
their sticks and batons against the panic-stricken, hungry aud exhausted passen- 
gers who, in their anxiety to secure a seat in the train, rushed towards the 
gates. ‘I'he European passengers were ullowed to pass through the gates, but 
not the native passengers, whom redoubtable constables and railway gate- 
keepers kept at bay. A friend who had been to the Howrah station to biy a 
second-class ticket, tells us that Inspector ‘Todd of the Railway Police, among 
others, made himself conspicuous by thrashing passengers right and left, This 
police officer pushed our friend as he was going to buy a second-class ticket. 
Our friend remonstrating, was threatened with being ‘sent up.” Upon this, 
our friend told him that he was at liberty to do so, and followed him up to a 
certain distance towards the station-master’s off ce. Mr. Todd then left our 
friend and went away We hope Colonel Gardiner’s attention will be drawn 
to the conduct of Mr. Todd.and his myrmidons. Colonel Gardiner is -always 
mindful of the convenience of passengers, native as well as European, and he is 
respected for his justice and impartiality. It is to be hoped that he will redress 
the grievances of the helpless railway passengers who were so inhumanly 
i N TCWVJ%%% / % ͤͤ— ee 
us 


in tt.us address a few. words of advice to thoge who have run away and are 
still running awny from Calcutta... All District Magistrates havé been instructed 


* 


for so doing arise. It is, therefore, worre than useless to fly from Calcutta. 
As for the plague rumours, let no one believe them. They are all baseless, and 
are being circulated . r people. Lat no one be misled, let everythin 
be brought to the notice of the authorities. Let no one cree 


money, and let no onechesitate to n Government with all that is 


taking place around us. Pl is extr this junoture. 
e e A. Klam. peahin eee eee scary at this juncture. 
28. The same paper thanks the Lieutenant- Governor for postponing his 
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risdiction, should the necessity 


no one create a sénsation to earn 


HiTaVaDI, 
May 6th, 1898. 
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May 7th, 1898. 
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BANGAVASI, 


DatNik-o-S.MACHAR 
CHANDRIKa, 


May 7th, 1898. 
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29. The Bangavasi of the, 7th May reproduces: the article: on the plague 
scare in the’ Datntk-o-Samachar: Chandrika of the 
And May, which was reported in the Report on 
Native Papers for week ending 7th May 1898, 


The Government in the plague. 
scare. 3 


parapriph 36.0 ds pce tig 
30. The same paper writes as follows with reference to the postpone- 
Postponement of the I ieutenant- - ment of the Lieutenant:Governor’s visit to Darjeel- 


* 


Governor's visit to Darjeeling. ing . . pagel 
The Lieutenant- Governor has postponed his visit to Darjeeling and bas 
made up his mind to remain in Calcutta in this hot season on account of the 


plague. In obedience to the call of stern duty, Sir John Woodburn has, con- 


trary to custom, sacrificed his comfort and convenience. The Lieutenant. 
Governor’s presence in hot plague-stricken Calcutta is an event of. histories} 
importance. OF ie kee reren 
31. Durga Charan Chakravarti writes in the same paper that one Srinivas;. 
. inhabitant of Jot Bireswar, a village within the 
ENR V jurisdiction of the Ulubaria thana in the Howrah dis- 


trict, came to his native village on the 30th April | 
ed 


last from the New Market, Calcutta. He was suffering from fever atten 


with glandular swellings. He died the next day after his arrival. His son 


has been attacked with fever. His death under suspicious circumstances has 
caused a panic in the village. | | wee 


32. The same paper gives a picture of the segregation hospital at Manik 


Sa ..,, tala and thus describes it: ae 
sno Menivinnn eee Ugepiteh The masonry building at the front is the isola-: 


tion hospital. The rows of huts. on the two ‘sides are ‘suspect wards,” tie, 


wards where people suspected to be suffering from _ are segregated, 
Each hut is divided into two parts, one to be occupied by the patient and the 
other to be occupied by his friends and re.atives: ° The floors are 1 
with coal-dust, and are dry and tidy, The two-storied building behind the 


hospital is intended for the doctors, and may be turned into a bospital ward. 


Two constables are guarding the gate day and night. On the two sides of the 
gate are two stalls, one selling soda-water and lemonade: and the other selling: 
fruits and vegetables, To the south of the house occupied by the doctors is the 
‘‘dead-house.” The arrangements in the plague hospital are as good and 
faultless as those in large English hospitals. ‘The Government is spending 
money without stint to keep the hospital wards neat and clean. 1 ot 
It is perhaps not known to the public that the patients are very well treated 
in the plague hospital. Caste distinction is strictly maintained and observed. 
The privacy of women also is scrupulously maintained, and the friends and 
relatives of patients have free access to the hospital. Patients are allowed to: 
be treated bY physicians of their own choice. 1125 0 
33. The same paper writes ee , Pe : 
3 ild rumours are afloat among the ignoran 

irae pre ee masses in connection with the plague. People 
stricken with plague, runs one of these rumours, are being ‘poisoned to death in 
the plague hospital, so that they may not spread the contagion. Cruelty, in- 
describable ‘cruelty! Children are being taken away from the arms of their 
mothers, and are being put to death! Another rumour is that strong and robust 
men are being carried to the hospital, their hands and feet are being tied, and 


they are being poisoned to death. It is yet another rumour that the authorities 


are burning down huts and buildings with the view of erecting public buildings 
on their sites. This is not all. A fourth rumour: is to the effect that police 
officers and einployés of the plague’ hospital have bottles in their possession; 
which they hold near people's noses, and the result is instantaneous death. If 
police-constables are not given the money which they demand, they kill people: 
by the application of these bottle. 8 el 4 7 „ 


‘ 


33, The Dainit-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 7th May has the following 


._.... With reference to the plague riots in Caleutta:—' — 
There are ‘people ho hold that, considering: 
plague cases have occurred in Calcutta, and that if they have occurred, their 
number must be exceedingly small, the Government has committed a grave mistake 


The ‘Governmént' and the press 
in the plague. 2 tot : ‘ 


in announcing the plague 80 early. This announcement has scared people out- of 


— W COL KlCUChhlCOKCCOet 


4 e ¢ bein Ata les, rez am e 


( 40%) 


the town. We for ourselves. are not disposed to blame the Government. It 
vns precisely to avoid. creating a panic that me t its, 
counsel 80 ong. The fault was with the newspapers, 0 ng is 50 im 1 
with a few of the vernacular papers, have kept shouting out plague from the 
very beginning, and took the Goverument to task because it would not make 


haste, like them, to intensify the alarm. e en e eee, 

| 36. The Sanjivani. of 2 — May has the following on the plague in 

The plague measures and the 5 On Saturday last, at about 11 A. ul., an anxious. 
Government in the pie. crowd of about five thousand people assembled at 
Laldighi to hear what the Council might say as to their being allowed to depart 
from Calcutta in peace. When the Council broke up, and the orowd were 
assured that, although the plague had appeared, they would not be placed under 
any restraint, their 1 suspense gave place to boundless exultation; and 
deafening cheers of Long live the Lieutenant: G overnor” were given. The 
glad tidings spread in almost no time from Kalighat to Baranagar, and people 
felt a heavy weight removed from their hearts. The sweet assurances of the 
Lieutenant-Governor drew tears to their eyes, and they all blest. him and 
worshipped him as xindness incarnate. Teak aay e 


Referring to the riots, the writer says :— ; W e ott 
Badmas hes, wanting to have a splendid time of it, leagued themselves with 
ignorant people blinded by prejudice and got up riot after riot, but that did not 


in the least ruffle the temper or affect the policy of the Government. Sir John 


Woodburn has remained firm in the maintenance of his benignant policy. On 
Tuesday last, when the riots were at their height, His: Honour went to visit the 
Maniktala Hospital and came back by the Harrison Road which was then the 
scene of the disturbances. The promptest measures were taken. Parties of 
constables, 25 to 30 in number, armed with Jathis, patrolled the streets in the 
heat of midday, and proclamations were made everywhere with the beat of drum 
that no one would be inoculated: against his will, All this was a noble 
testimony to the fact that India never had a more enlightened Government. 


More than 63 nen including Babu Dwarakanath Ganguli, Dr. P. O. 
an Das, Babu Bipin Chandra Pal, were inoculated at their 


Roy, Dr. Sundari Mo 
own desire on lst May. The Lieutenant-Governor himself has been inoculated. 
All of them are reported to be doing well. The fact that inoculation did not 


do harm to even a child of three years goes far to show its completely innocu- 
lous character. +9 ah i anaes Ploy 


_ The writer describes Haffkine’s method of inoculation and its effects; and 
gives high praise to the Professor for the laborious ‘researches he had to make 
before presenting his method to the public. His method has the approval of 


the best medical ‘authorities of Europe, and is absolutely innocuous; ‘~ 
36. The Saraswatpatra of the 7th May reports that in a meeting recently 


* 


held at the Northbrook Hall in Dacca to discuss the 
p N : : 172 8 
in . e e e eee measures to be adopted in the town in the event of a 


Possible outbreak of the plague, it was resolved to 


proceed on the moderate lines adopted in Calcutta, with the strictest regard to 


the feelings, customs and convenience of the people. The writer calls on the 


people of Dacca to dismiss all unjust fears from their minds, to take heart from 
the e e stead, 1 | 1 lad bemant.Gofernor on the one hand and the 
never-falling bounty of the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca on the other, and to look 
sharp to the e of the town, , Den en ENP. ee 2 om 


37. Referring to the kind assurances of the Lieutenant-Governor with 


plague Calcutta, the same paper writes as follows :— . 


5 ‘These sweet urances have quieted the 
hearts of the panic-stricken eople, and all Han in ithe eceise cd 
the new Lieutenant-Governo ay The Bengal is enthusiastic. in aer en 


Calcutta rang with shouts of “Long li 14 wart 
_ ng live the Lieutenant-Governor.”. We 
sincerely. wish and pray that this demonstration of l 


alt. 
momentary outburst. Let the bearty er F . 2 
Let the plague bo nipped in the J expectation of His Honour be fulfilled. 
more to this ‘afflicted land. 


— — 5 1 ; . 
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1 
* * 


The Bengal Government in the regard to the Plague measures to be adopted | in 


day en which these assurances were given, 


may not ba a mere 
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Satman, 
May 7th, 1898. 


Saraswat Pa rn, 
May 7th, 1898. 


Sanaswat Parra. 


bud, and peace and contentment return once 
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Sula SaMacHas, 
May 7th, 1898. 


DAINIK-0-SaMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


May 9th, 1898. 


DAINIK-0-SaAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA 


GENERAL AND 
Gaba Asuri, 


Mav 8th, 1898, 


( 458 ) 
The Government ave de 0 well in the intertew of Calontta ‘and trededy: 
not imposing quarantine; although it leaves the nrafasealopen to the ride op 


38. The SulabbSemteher of the 7th May has the following romurks ang 


suggestions with regard to the plague in Calentiavies 
The plague and plague measures Before enforcing ‘segregation, and thereby ito 


in Calcutta. 2 F . ⁰mgmπƷ Mb 
dueing family disintegration, the Government wi 
do well to have the question determined ——— the plague is at all con 1 
and this specially in view of the facts that the disease has appeared in Calett 
in spite of the extraordinary precautions taken by the railway authorities at 
the observation that there is no sure evidence of its having arrived 
by water or through the agency of rats, and that the cases in tta are 
occurring in widely distant quarters. : 1 
The proposal to inoculate should have been made a little later, and net 
at a time when people were just recovering from the great panic under the, 
kind assurances of the Government. When the present excitement: subsides 
entirely, the Government should establish inoculation centres for each wards. 
for with their doubts as to the efficacy of the measure, people will not willingly 
go to distant centres to get themselves inoeulated. | l 
The proclamation recently made by beat of drum, that no one would be 
inoculated against his will, should have been made with the help of some one 
who could read out written orders from the Government to the and not: 
with the help of illiterate constables, who have been heard saying no one 
would be inoculated at all. ö 
The Vigilance Committees are requested to set about their work in right 
earnest. N 
39. Speaking of the plague scare in Calcutta, the Dainsk-o-Samachar 
Chandrika of the &th May says that the entire 
Sir John Woodburn’s plague population is pleased with the orders and actions uf 
e 1 a the Lieutenant- ag 9 that 9 
a catastrophe if the policy inaugurated im is departed from at 
instance a the Viceroy or — State. It is to be hoped that 
there has been no disagreement between Sir John Woodburn and the Govem- 
ment of India. A faint rumour to that effect has caused a panic in the town. 
40. The same paper protests against the proposal for introducing, a gold 
nnr standard in India, which the Secretary of State 
— * has referred to a Committee for report. The writer 


says — 
2 The Sunday Special and the Financial News have strongly opposed the 
scheme, and so do we on behalf of the people of India. It is not very difficult 
to realise how disastrous it will be to dispose of our silver stock and purchase 
old with the sale proceeds. At a rough computation India has a stock of 
0 crores of rupees which, when melted, will not fetch more than 50 to 60 
crores. With this amount 2 crores of sovereigns only may be purchased 
very age. ag supply, considering the 300 hundred millions of people that 
inhabit India. Russia, which has a population of 120 millions, can hardly 
meet the demands of a gold curreney with 13 crores of sovereigns. In the 
same manner, France with 40 millions of people cannot do with 17 crores of 
sovereigns, and Austria with 4 crores. The currency of a country ‘should: ‘bear 
a fair ratio to the population. Two crores of sovereigns will never do for India, 
and to obtain these 2 crores, silver worth 40 to 45 crores will have to be sacri- 
ficed. The currency question will be the ruin of India. Already trade has 
suffered for tightness in the money market, and if this tightness‘increases, trade 
will be paralysed. And when that happens English merchants themselves 
will raise their voice — a gold standard. The Committee which has been 
appointed to diseuss and inquire into the currency policy of the Government 
will do fruitless work. We never could support any nostrum of the Gover 
ment of India, much less the present one. Wehope that all Indian newspapers? 
and public bodies will move in the matter... | gor 
n be Generat and Gauhari Aud of the 8th — 
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letter- ia. ge follows Frio 5, body coat vi vioenteidiqa ob qu ane 
The — of the plague regulations bas oreated à panic in Calcutta, 
but the Lieutenant-Governor’s sympathetic treatment is minimising it. 
42. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 8th May writes as follows: — 


The plague scare has not yet abated, but our 


rh Tho plague in Calcutta. om Lieutenant-Governor, nothing daunted, is . still in 
Oaleutta. He has been going the round of the town, and frequently inspecting 


‘the plagu 2 hospital and the segregation camp. It is rumo that His E onour 


id a visit to Kalighat, and was sorry and surprised to see people run 
— din —1 er ee their wives and children. It is said that he asked a 


Ganguli the cause of this exodus, and was told that the exodus was due to 


‘on committed by Government, officers.. He referred. to the rumour of 
ya — segregation — inoculation. The Euglishman and a friend of bis 
want to see 2 few Natus arrested in Bengal. The Ganguli would perhaps have 


been arrested if Sir John Woodburn had not been the Lieutenant- Governor. 


It is said that the Lieutenant-Governor was not offended by what the Ganguli 
told him, but was rather pleased to know the cause of the exodus. He re. assured 
all he came across, and tried to allay their excitement. Indeed, Sir J ohn 
Woodburn's plague policy hae re- assured the public. He has given signal 
proofs of sympathy, ability and large-heartedness on this occasion, and has 
ain place in the grateful hearts of the Indian people. | 
e Venice Convention requires the Government of a country affected by 


plague to enforce isolation and segregation... But the Convention does not sa 


that the segregation and isolation should be made in a camp or in a hospital. 
If segregation can be permitted in a garden-house, in a farm-house, or in a 
temple or thakurbari, it can also be permitted in a room on the house-top. Such 


-segregation is most sore to be acceptable to the Convention. The meriorial 


which is being circulated for signature by the Indian Daily News office should be 
largely supported. Marwaris and others are still flying from the town. The 
Chamber of Commerce should approve of the proposal of home segregation. _ 


43. The Bankura Darpan of the 8th May remarks that the beneficent 

a $a ~ assurances of the new Lieutenant-Governor have had 

* Bengal Government in the 
* people out of Calcutta. They bear testimony to his 
noble heart and sympathy with the people. 


the effect of stopping the reckless stampede of the 


BANKURA DARPAY, 
May Sth, 1898. 


44. A correspondent of the same paper complains that in the village of Bankura Danray. 


Dhamur, in thana Indas, letters are delivered every 
other day, and that in consequence of the postal 
peon going out on his rounds before 12 A. u., when 
the mail reaches the post-office, people usually get their letters on the third day 
from the arrival of the mail. At the samt time, there is a daily delivery in the 
neighbouring village, Suri-puskarini, which is practically only a part of ell 
and has a very small population. „ 


45. The Som Prokash of the 9th May says that on the 7th May a rumour 
e , was set afloat to the offect that the Lieutenant- 
4 ane been ee expressed a desire to resign, owing 
eta. nmi? the disapproval of his plague measures by the 
Government of India. The citizens were again in despair, and the exodus 


Postal delivery in a Bankura 
village, : 


was renewed. Bengal is very fortunate in having a ruler like Sir John 
! Woodburn, and the Bengalis will be helpless if he leaves them in a crisis like 


46. The same paper Observes that the citizens of Caleutta have been 
House-to-house search. frightened by a rumour to the effect that the | Gov- 
ernment is bent on making a house-to-house search. 


From the death returns, however, it does not a pear that the mortality from 


lague is at all great; on the other hand, the ercentage of deaths is much 


| chal this year than in other years. Last weck there was but one death from 


It is probable that plague has not at all appeared in Calcutta. 
47. The Nusrat-ul-Islam of the 9th May says that if the bubonic plague 
Anti-plague inoculation. breaks out in ¢ cutta, the anti-p * inoculation 
thie Ae | will be the only pro yhylactic against it. It has been 
seen that inoculated persons are very seldom attacked. The people of Calcutta 


Som PRAKAsx, 
May 9th, 1898. 
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( “abo )) 
ought to get themselves inoculated, in order that they may remain toh 4b gafs 
‘Bi : : 0 e gal o 1% eme elne edt? 


6. “4 | | Te ee 8 nini an, 
48, The Dainik-o-Samacha Chandrika ‘of the 11th May bus the follby. 
Tie plagues ,, Nr John Woollburn is showing. sympsthy.in all 
‘things. The ‘assurances His Honour has given regarding A and 
inoculation go to prove that he is possessed of a symrpatheticheart, Dat be 18 
not the highest ee in these matters, He hus to obey the mandates if 
ba Vicéroy, while the Vicerdy has to ‘obey the mandates of the Secretary df 
State. eee > baa aotiw scant ee boa tine Ine 
As for inoculation, Surgson General Harvey says that it causes ne iin 
when it is performed, that there is only alittle pain for some time after chat, un 
that its effects are more lasting than those, ef vaccination. He ngrees with 
Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality, save in respect of time. Dr. Har 
is, however, no advocate of ‘compulsion; his idea, like that of Sir John Wood 
burn, is that people should be induced and not forced to undergo inoculation, 
But the Lieutenant- Governor will have to satisfy himself whether nasi 


by Government officers may not at times smack of zulm,; Indeed, His Honbur 


will have to keep an eye on the doings of his subordinatee. 7 
As for the plague, there is none, though the sensation runs high as before. 


People ‘are still leaving Calcutta from a fear of ‘segregation and inoculation. 


The Marwari quarter is all but empty. The Hnaglishman, ‘however, holds a 


different view. According to it, the exodus is due, not to a fear of segregation 
or inoculation, but to a fear of riots. This is how our contemporary ‘advocates 


the cause of segregation and ‘inoculation, and persuades Government to adopt 
both! The Englishman’s intention is hard to guess, considering that itiblows hot 
and cold in the same breath. It says that plague has ‘disappeared, ‘but never- 
theless pleads for the adoption of more drastic plague measures than are 

in force. rks Ane: 


II1.—Leestative, 


49. The Samay of the 6th May has the following remarks on the Calcutta 
The Calcutta Municipal Bill. Municipal Bill:— a sulk 
(1.) The Bill seeks to take away the powers 
now vested in 75 Commissioners, and to distribute them among the General 
Committee, the Chairman and the Government. | 


(2) From the constitution of the General Committee, it appears that the 


Commissioners elected by the rate-payers are to have very little voice in the 


municipal government of the town. Of the twelve who are to form the 
General Committee, four only are to be taken from among these Commissioners, 


and of the remaining eight, four are. to be nominated by the Government and 
four by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Calcutta Trades Association, 


and the Port Commissioners. So the European or the Government party will 
be in a permanent majority. | 5 
(3) The Bill transfers from the Commissioners to the Government the 
powers of fixing the Chairman’s salary, appointing the Deputy Chairman, 
sanctioning all appointments with salaries above Rs. 1,000, & c.; in short, it 
are the ee the greatest possible power of interference in municipal 
(4) The nature of the work of the General Committee has not been clearly 
indicated in the Bill, and the indications that have been given dre ‘so scatteted 
over it, that it requires much time and labour to make a collection thereof, 
especially as there is nothing to show where to look for them in this extensive 


measure. Nor was this post explained more fully in Mr. Risley's elaborate 
speech introducing the Bill. 


5) It appears that the General Committee will hold weekly sittings, for 


each of which every member will get an attendance fee of Rs. 32; and this 
will mean a monthly expenditure of Rs. 1,536 on thisscore. Besides, every 
member of the Sub-Committee, which is a branch of the General Committee, 
will get a fee of Rs. 16 for every sitting of the Sub-Committee, so that, on 
the roughest calculation, the proposed law will entail on the Municipality an 
expenditure of Rs. 3,000 per month, which will be taken out of the hard-earned 
earnings of the poor rate-payer by the Commissioners. The rate-payer will 


8 


(Mi), 


focl the injustice of Mis arrangement all the more Kkeenty when he will:know . 


t andar che eristing law, Which does not allow these attendance fees, elect 
Commissioners dare reguisély ettonded the mectings of the Corparation, the 
General Committee and the ‘Sub-Cominittee, and have zealously — worke for 
se 00 Te 25 justice of the law allowing the rate - payers who furnish the 
r to ‘return ‘only a third of the members 
eonstituting he General Committee is too glaring to require detailed notice. 
) As the Municipal Chairman: will be a nominee of the Government, 
it is Clear that practically he will be the autocrat of the Corporation, and ‘that 
dhe Huropeans ‘and the Government will hate a permanent majority in the 
General Committee Under section 22 of the Bill, the Government has reserved. 
to itself the power to efface the very name of the Corporation, if deemed by 1 
40 be inefficient or neglectful. a 8 G04 J od UG 
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5. In noticing the preparations for this year’s Sivaji festival, the Ban- 
C mati of the 5th May expresses the hope that the 
„bd e SS Bombay Government will place no impediments 


in the way of the promoters. The English are a race of heroes who love to 


‘honour the memory of heroes, as is proved by the celebration of the anni- 
versaries of Mazzini, Garibaldi, Washington and others, and they should mot, 
therefore, interfere with the Sivaji festival, which is held simply to keep that 
Mahratta hero’s glorious deeds fresh in the memory of his countrymen. 
51. A correspondent of — Hitavadi of he, 6th Nay. pres thes ** is 
* the best preventive of plague. Plague declined in 
1 . er Poona — after the 5 of a fire in that town. 
In Bombay also the subsidence of plague is due to fire. A resident of Bombay 
who used to keep a fire burning in his room secured complete immunity from 
the fell disease. The writer advises all to keep a fire burning in their com- 
pounds day and night. Hom, arghya to the sun and similar other customs 
prevalent among the Hindus are the best plague preventives. 5 
People should also disinfect their houses with cowdung mixed with water. 
Cowdung is a cheap and efficacious disinfeotant. 5 
52. In introducing the Municipal Bill, says the Som Prakash of the 9th 
The cause of the importance of May, the Hon’ble Mr. Risley told the public that 
Kada ta as the capital of British if British trade were withdrawn from Caleutta it 
would lose its importance and become a dead capi- 


tal like Brussels or Ravenna. Calcutta is no doubt a trade centre, and free trade 


has no doubt done much to increase its importance; but it is not British trade 
alone that has made Calcutta what it is. Two-thirds of the population of 
Calcutta have nothing to do with trade, aud they will not leavé it if British 
pn _Withdeawn, 2 they are in tn metropolis for hentia education, 
er essional employment, It itted e im 

ar Caleutta peas mary P yment. It must be admitted that the importance 
had not offered so many advantages by virtue of its courts, schools, co 

Government offices, &c. But for these, Calcutta would have been only a flourish 
ing port like Karachi, and not the capital of British India. It should be added 
here that British trade has not brought much material improvement to the 
country, and that the abolition or 1 of that trade wall not mean, much. 
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53. The ane of the 26th February publishes the vonditions of 
‘The Orissa settlement, | ‘he kabuliyats which the Settlement Officers of 


3 Orissa are tryin . z ami 4 
Orissa, and points out that Ving to secure from the -zamindars of 


sea, an conditions Nos. 5, 6 and 7 do not find a place in 
the ‘kabuliyats of the last settlement, and go 3A. the spirit of the Sarvs of 
— t Settlement, The ‘writer looks upon condition No. 7 ag a surreptitious 
a. empt on the part of Government to rob the zamindars of their — 1 

title and interest in minerals, stones or 
within their lands. n 


a, * 


been so great or its population so numerons, if it 


right, 


Whatever else may be found on or 


Som Pna EAS, 
May 9th, 1895, 
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bn, 4. The Uriya and / Nagasanuad;of the 2nd March is sorry to learn that 


8 5 Government is discontinuingprize grants to Higher 
e eee wh English schools, and thereby. indireotly:dispoweg 
ul , e L ee ova J pen education: een the natives of India 

py a policy that is both nigg rand unwise. et | 
SAMVADVAHIK A, 55.. The'Samvadoahika. of the 3rd March is glad to learn that 


b 8rd, 1893. ._... Radha Charan Das has subscribed m — 
one of. a,.scholarship in . Bubserioe 
rissa, . 


towards the creation of a scholarship } which ae 


i yh aes 967610 be called „B. De Memorial Scholarship, ” to per- 
petuate the memory of Mr. B. N. De., late Collector of that district, and which 


is to be held by a native of Orissa passing the Entrance Examination of the 


Caloutta / University and appearing from one of the Higher English schools 
in that province. „ r si 


„ is rege oat a3 7% % 841 | 
i a 56. The Utkaldipika of the 26th February and the Samyadvahika of the 


3rd March are both sorry to find that the servi 
M. 8 D F the | rvices 

e Bengal Connell. N of Mr. M. 8. Das, as a member of the Ben 
March 8rd, 1898. f Legislative Council, were dispensed with just at 
. | the time they were most wanted, i. e., at the time when the settlement of ‘Orissa 


! 
j 


was under the consideration of Government. 
UTKALDIPIEA, 


od 57. The Utkaldipika of the 5th March is of opinion that the zamindars 

— Pee eink of Orissa should be allowed to increase the rent of 
ent of mon-Occupancy ralyats, r Yrs 

| ) the non-occupancy raiyats, whenever necessary, 

and that the order to allow the same rent to such raiyats for a period of five 

years is an interference with the right of zamindars to inctease the rent of such 
raiyats, which they possess under the law. 18 975 ; 


58. The same paper supports the resolution of the Orissa Zamindars’ 


Association, in so far as it applies to paragraph 7 
RR EN SOO of the kabuliyat, which the ‘Siemens "Officers are 
forcing the zamindars to execute. That paragraph purports to take away 
illegally the right of the zamindars to mines, stones, &c., that may be found 
on or within their lands, The zamindars have been enjoying that right from 
time immemorial, and the writer is unable to understand how Government can 
take away this right by an executive order, and thereby spread discontent 
throughout the land. ee | Seu | 


— 59. The same paper sides with the zamindars in their protest against the 
The settlement guestien. last condition of the kabuliyat, which threatens to 

* take away their zamindaris under sections 3 and 5 

of Regulation VII of 1822. The writer explains that Government cannot 

introduce ‘has management when zamindars refuse to execute Fabuliyats for 

lawful reasons. He advises the Settlement Officers not to ruin the zamindars 

by forcing unjust and unlawful conditions on them, specially when they are 


willing to pay the increased jama under conditions that should respect their 
rights and privileges in their entirety. 


* 
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„ oe 60. Referring to the proposal of certain Muhammadan gentlemen in 


March 9th, 1898. .: The question of a Muhammadan Onigsa 0 1 4 oint a 1 : usalman Deputy Inspector | 
Deputy Inspector of Schools in of Schools in the place of the Cuttack Deputy 
| Orissa, Inspector of Schools, who is about to retire, the 
Driga and Navasamvad of the 9th March points out that the number of Muhan- 
madan students in Orissa is very small, and that the race question should not 
form a factor in filling up Government appointments, which should always be 
open to the best and the most capable among the candidates. The writer has 
no objection to the entertainment of a Muhammadan Inspector for the inspec- 
tion of makiabs and Muhammadan schools, provided the number of such schools 
— be large enough to warrant the creation of such a special appointment. 
Hua, © 61. The Sambatpur Hitatshini of the 9th March suggests that those sick 
Macth dt, 106. ie less f sick prisoners, Prisoners in Indian jails, who have no hope of 
ce pecovery in those places and who may regain their 
health if allowed to go to their homes, should be at once released and sent to 
their homes, whatever be the remaining period of their incarceration. . 
Urmutninms! 62. Referring to the recent Resolution of Government, stating that the 
March 12th, 1808, * af * T Sag HP eg aes aly ap oy pele. 0008 
, ß 
Re ) es eyed te r of the J2th mane 
a nts ou t if lands used for public ses 
considered as rent-free, the 13 in jama must exceed 25 aa a 


1 ( 463 ) , 


| J 
peaks favourably of the attempts of Mr. M. S. Das, 
oe il ‘a pleader of Cuttack, to induce the amla of 


A saving scheme for Gorern - Government Offices in that town to save something 
ment amis. out of their poy every month 2 to he oss 
, rofitable undertaking, whose management and control he has 
| himself . ro AE to undertake. * Uriva — Navasamvad of the 16th 
3 a favourable view of the movement. 5 
9 4. The Uriya and Navasamvad is <7 | to learn that the Civil Surgeon of 
sy Puri mounted the Dolemandap in the Puri temple 
An act of desecration done by with shoes on. He was accompanied by his wife 
— and bad an umbrella with him. This acfion on the 
part of the Medical Officer necessitated the mahasnan of the gods in the temple, 
which was polluted by the touch of persons belonging to a different religion. 
Thus, the temple authorities had to spend a good deal, simply because a 
Government officer was indiscreet enough to enter the precincts of the temple, 
which he should not have done at all. 
65. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 16th March is glad to learn that the 
Government of India are willing to publish in the 
Native soldiers in the frontier vernacular papers of India the names of the native 
ete soldiers and officers who were either killed or 
wounded in the late frontier war, and observes that the step will not oy | 
the relatives and friends of the killed and wounded under a deep debt of 
gratitude, but will also attract the sympathy and attention of the Indian public 
towards their fellow-brethren, who fought for their Queen-Empress and for 
their country. 
66. The same paper regrets to observe that the tahsildar of Sambalpur 


is interfering with f trad i the 
a Oppression > x Siete inter g with free trade and oppressing 
am 


| poor people of that district by purchasing large 
quantities of straw for the use of the Sambalpur 
Municipality at a nominal price, and requests the Deputy Commissioner of that 
place to put a stop to the iniquitous practice without any more delay. | 


AssAM PAPERS. 


67. The Siichar for April says that scholarships of Rs. 5, tenable for three 


. years only, are awarded to students who pass the 

A for s ° . ‘ . 
Middle English Hermie nee the middle English examination, to enable them to 
3 read for the Entrance Examination. But this con- 
icts with the rule recently passed that such students are to be admitted to the 


tga ofahigh school. The scholarships should be made tenable for 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


| | Bengali Translator. 
Benoa T'Rranstator’s Orrice, 


The 14th May 1898. 
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